The Olney Adventure

Newsletter from the Olney Journey

Welcome February 2021

It gives us great pleasure to send you our first joint newsletter showing the journey of learning from Foundation throughto Yea
6. We hope you enjoy reading about all the fantastic learning and fun that has taken place over the past 6 weeks. What a 6
weeks they have been!

It seems a long time ago that we wrote to you all to explain how we would be working for this half term. In the past 6 weeks , we
have moved our schools fully into the virtual world, with lessons, bedtime stories, cooking classes, and even yoga moving inb
everyone's home. This half term we have delivered over 2500 (!) livesessions, andhave loved every one of them. The sessions
have been filled with learning, laughter, singing, dancing, fun and quite a few pets!

For those in school, pupils have braved the arctic conditions and enjoyed a fully interactive and fun half term, continuing with
the same learning activities as those at home.

b))

both schools, we just want to say a huge thank you to everyone for your amazing support. We know how hard it has been,
our dedication and support has been phenomenal. We <coul

\v\ ed to say thank you to all the governors, parents and support from Olney is Kind for all the kind treats that have
they have definitely kept everyone going.

O \\ served rest over the half term, and we look forward to seeing what the next half term brings -
WITe gether!

Best \

Sarah Armitage®@
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Foundation Stage

The Foundation Stage Team would firstly like to take this opportunity to thank
you all for your endless support in what has been a very different but in other
ways amazing half term.

Who would have thought that we would be delivering online lessons in your
homes each day! We have been so proud of how quickly the children have
adapted and how learning has continued to move forward for both the children
In school and at home.

We have immersed ourselves in so many magical stories this half term such as
the What the Ladybird Heard stories, Zog and Tell me a Dragon. We have also
learnt some interesting non-fiction facts about people who help us, castles and
Chinese New Year. The children have really engaged with their learning through
greative activities, role play and of course some super sentence writing.

‘ In Maths we have been busy learning about numbers to ten and we have used
lOtS of different resources to help us create and know more about these
nUMBErS; Including addition and subtraction number sentences. The children
have alsoenjoyed leamning the properties of 2D and 3D shapes, spotting them in
the environment and making patterns.

‘ We have found anew way of teaching and learning and we hope you agree that
it haSigeen a greatsuccess.-\We lookfopward to the next term with positivity and =g
wonder abouthwhat wWeémare going to | ea&s

From all of the Fotundation Stage, feam we wish yow.a safe and restful half

term holiday.
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Year 1

Year 1 have had an amazing half term learning about our topic

O Paws, Cl aws and Whi sker s o, devel
of animals.

We started our topic with 0The Ti
learning all about big cats. In our English lessons, we have been
‘ writing about how we would look after a big cat if one came to our

house for tea. The children also discovered where in the world

different big cats come from. The similarities and differences of

different animals were also looked at, and we developed our

scientific knowledge of animal categories. Did they belong to the
‘ Herbivores, Carnivores or Omnivores? Are they mammals, fish,
amphibians, birds or reptiles?

Moving on frem our non -fiction work, Year 1 looked at a variety of
different animal steries and then wrote some amazing stories of
thelr s own. mwWe used OHow the Leopatg
Hot chpot cho @ our stimulus. We W
O children produced. Amazing little authors!

In Maths, the children have shown us how careful they are at measuring.
They alsoiymade some amazing cakes using their measuring skills.

Year 1, we areiSo proud of you; ot have allworkechso hard and have
embraced changet@nd shown us how fantastic you are. WWELL DONE!
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Year 2

What a wonderful half term we have had in Year 2! The children
have amazed us with their online learning and we have loved

seeing so many smiley faces really eager to learn each day. We
are so proud of you all.

We started our term learning about different monarchs and have
just finished lots of fun work learning about The Great Fire of
London. We have found out the answers to so many questions
we had and now know lots about what life was like in 1666. We
have chosen jobs from long ago we would like and dislike and
learnt about houses and why they burnt so easily during the fire.

In Braglish we have worked really hard to write creatively, we have
used adjectives, similes, onomatopoeia and lots of exciting and
greative vocabulary. We finished off the term by writing our own
wonderful stories Imagining we were actually in The Great Fire of
London. YAe have practised our spellings in lots of fun ways!

In maths we have learned howite, multiply and divide numbers

and have become experts in thist Weyare now learning about tally
charts and pictograms.
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Year 3

This half term we have have worked hard to cover the curriculum
the children would have covered had they been in school and
used the season as our inspiration for some winter poetry and
used our senses (and the well timed snowfall) to immerse ours
readers in a wintery scene. Do not sign other people up for

compctiti(ms hccausc th(y may givc Y()Ul‘
@ The snowfall also helped us to learn about the water cycle- Did information to other companics and your
_ . fricnd/family won’t have a cluc it’s
you know the water we drink now, is the same water the happened .

dinosaurs drank?

A meal for Owen Farrell

@ . While learning about sea creatures, we investigated the

Impeortance of a balanced diet and how this varies between Starter
Garlic mushrooms and spinach on toasted bread.

animalsphumans and plants. We have applied our knowledge to 1 qarlic is a good antioxidant and the mushrooms
vunderwater foed chains. and spinach are full of vitamins and minerals. The
toasted bread gives energy because it's a
. _ _ o _ carbohydrate.
‘ Whilst listening to and'enjoying some music, we have created oul

own water songs and used the music to inspire some artwork.

There are 5 Groups of food which are

Fruit and Vegetables
Carbohydrates
Proteins

Dairy

Fats and Oils

QRN =

‘ In maths we have learnt abeut money and in cemputing we
learnt how to'stay safe online as,we are spending more time
talking to our friends online.
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Year 4

Year 4 have been working incredibly hard this half term both
virtually and in the classroom to complete their topic, Epic
Empires.

In English, the children have written an escape story based on a
slave escaping from Pompeii as Mt Vesuvius erupted- some of
the language used was blistering! More recently they have been
writing an escape story with a different focus - escaping the
wrath of a rampaging Boudicca and her Iceni army seeking
revenge!

Implopic, the children have awakened their crafty sides, making
Roman sandal s, mosai cs and Hadr
With some ouitstanding results. We also explored how Romans
moved between Cities, what their settlements were like and used 4
figure gricreterences to,pick our own positions for settlements.

Maths has seen'the children develop. their methods for
multiplication and division; Improve theifunderstanding of area,
and begin to explore fractions further.

We also revisited 'some French vocabulary from Y3 by doing a
scavenger hunt for colQurs and exercising to French numbers.
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O Yearb

Throughout this half term, we have developed our
knowledge of China and have been able to cover the
majority of the curriculum linked to this topic.

‘ The children have learnt how to write a non-
chronological report, both virtually and in the
classroom, and have written about the Giant Panda. This
week we will be applying all the skills to writing a report
about DRAGONS.

‘ Children have loved learning about dragons and have
produced some excellent sketches of dragons and
dragom,.eyes through their art lessons via amazing
VICeos froml\Virs Lowe.

‘ AS part of our theme work we have looked at rivers and
thelr formation = they are. important in China as they are
needed for transportation! We have also begun to look
atithe first dynasty in China = FThe'Shang Dynasty.

@ cChildren have been learning about howathere is little
evidence'@bout this time pertod and have investigated
sources of infermation from this,me.
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Year 6
This half term, we have fully submerged ourselves in our
|l ncredi ble topic, oOPeace 1In

1 and World War 2.

The children have investigated the causes of World War 1
and the subsequent 1 mpact on
through the topic to focus on World War 2, we have

learned about how different people had different

experiences during the war, including children who

ravelled on the Kindertransport in Europe as well as

used this knowledge to write a moving

S.
periences of a British soldier and

\\ almemotional recount of an

The child ad | sten to
and apprecic \ \ it about a

musician with a



Online safety at home:
- parents and carers newsletter

12t February 2021

With the majority of children still learning from home, they will be spending more time
online doing their school work, playing games or watching videos. Technology is hugely
valuable for education, as well as a way to keep in touch with friends and family.

However 1 t0os I mportant we all consi der how we can suppc
during this | ockdown, and al ways. Hereds some 1 nfor mat.|
enjoy online and what you can do to help keep them safer:

Sharing pictures Watching videos More

Using devices like phones and Children love to watch videos and information?

tablets to share pictures and
videos can be a great way for
children to have fun and stay In
touch with friends and family.

YouTube Is always a firm favourite!

But sometimes children can be
exposed to videos that are not

meant for them.  YouTube Kids Is a

Thinkuknow is the education
programme from the National

Cri me Agencyods Child Protection
| t 0s real l y | mpor tsafarwayyoochildrenacexplora Cﬁmmar)d CEOP (NCA h_I(;CEOP)
A = - . whose aim IS to protect children
knows what O0s 0 k t o_theﬂ; |ht<§rerste. Yau la_dn find eore and young people from sexual
and what they should check with Information about this on YouTube: abuse online.
you first. what parents need to know | | |
' For more information, advice and
guidance, visit their parents
Read younger children sharing Remember, primary -age children website inf] download tfheifr lm
- . . . - activity worksneets or tun, oniine
plctures or videos o_nllne for more should be_ supervised at all times STy CE e 0 D L e
Information on the risks and how when online. family.

to support safer sharing.


http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/Support-tools/home-activity-worksheets/
https://www.youtube.com/kids/
https://parentinfo.org/article/youtube-what-parents-need-to-know
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/Has-your-child-shared-a-picture-or-video-online-/

