
Reading and Spelling at OMS



Reading for instruction

+

Reading for Pleasure



Reading for instruction 

Phonics – assessed on entry to the school
Interventions and classroom 
implementation
Links with phonics lead spelling teaching

Continues with Fresh Start phonics 
throughout the school



Reading books

RWI Phonics books for children in phonics intervention. 

Suitable for the sounds they are working on. 

Should require them to apply decoding and blending. 

Library visit each week to select up to two more books. 

Class teachers will support them in choosing an 
appropriate level of challenge. 



Our WORDING Way
Bespoke lesson design in line with the National Primary Reading 
Framework

W O R D I N G
Word meaning Out loud 

reading
Retrieval 
questions

Discuss our 
understanding

Independent 

activity
Now apply it Greater Depth 

challenge



One of the core requirements of 
reading beyond school level is the 
ability to make meaning from the 

literature of a discipline.

Doug Lemov
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…teaching students how to struggle 
with challenging texts.

[children need] tools to ‘solve’ text 
when it is out of their comfort zone. 

Lemov, 
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The 5 plagues of the developing 
reader

1. Archaic Text
The vocabulary, usage, syntax 
and context for cultural reference 
of texts over 50 or 100 years old 
are vastly different and typically 
more complex than texts written 
today

2. Non-Linear Time 
Sequences

...time moves in fits 
and starts. 

3. Complexity of 
the Narrator

Books narrated by a 
unreliable narrator –
How to Train your 
Dragon, Cosmic 
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5. Resistant 
Texts

Texts written to 
deliberately resist easy 
meaning-making by 

readers. Poetry.

4. Complexity of 
Plot
Multi-plots working 
alongside each other. 
Distinction in plot lines 

are hard to figure out. 

plagues
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Carefully selected, 
high quality texts that 
support the 
development of 
children’s inner library

“The aim is for every child to experience the 
pleasure and challenge of great literature.”

Pie Corbett



Name Here

Contents Here

You can simply impress your audience and add a unique zing and appeal to 
your Presentations.

Name Here

Contents Here

You can simply impress your audience and add a unique zing and appeal to 
your Presentations.

Reading 
for 
Pleasure



Reading at Home

Vital to read at home to help build confidence 
with reading. 

-Ask questions about what they have read. “How 
does *character* feel here? How do you know?”

Temporary reading records to record at least 15 
minutes of reading each day. 



Reading Ninja Belts

Every child in the school is working towards a 
Reading Ninja belt. 

Children earn a “read” for each day they read 
for at least 15 minutes and record it on their 
reading record.

Children can only earn one read per day.

Once they have ticked off all of the “reads” on 
their Reading Ninja bookmark, they move to the 
next coloured belt. 



Whole School Reading Celebration

Love of fiction –
challenge to encourage a 
love of stories.

Each finished chapter 
book earns a loyalty 
stamp



Spelling



The Spelling Book

•Two week rotation

•Sustainable

•Spaced retrieval across all four year groups. 

•Focus children’s thinking of spelling

“develop the wonder of words”



Three step process of learning
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retrieval

2
storage

1
encoding

How we get 
information 
into pupils

Retaining 
information 

and not 
forgetting it

How we get the 
information out again 

from our long term 
memory. 

(Agarwal and Bain, 2019) 



Spelling Rainbow

Encoding
Patterns in spelling

Retrieval
Autonomy

Storage
Stickability. 
Prevent forgetting,



30min Investigation based on a 
hypothesis

20min independent spelling activity 
based on sound associations 

Week 1



Investigation 1
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The most 
common 

ending for 
‘shun’ words is 

–tion.

Believe it or not?
Do you think this hypothesis is correct?

True False Sometimes

30min Investigation based on a hypothesis
Week 1



How can you prove it?
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In your partners, gather as many words 
ending in the ‘shun’ sound as you can. 

The most 
common 

ending for 
‘shun’ words is 

–tion.



Look at your list. Underline the part of each 
word that makes the ‘shun’ sound. How many 
different ways can you spot?

Here are some words to help you:

optician possession position lotion devotion

mission attention discussion politician passion

station collision profession mansion direction
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The most 

common 

ending for 

‘shun’ words is 

–tion.

-cian -tion -sion -ssion

Record each word on your list in the correct part 

of the table:

What did you learn?

True False Sometimes



Words of Wisdom from 
the Word Wizard
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• -tion is the most common ‘shun’ ending!

• -cian is used when words end in ‘c’ and is common for    
occupations.

magic – magician               music – musician

• When the root word ends in ‘d’/’de’, ‘s’/’se’, then use –sion.

explode – explosion confuse – confusion



Week 1
20 min independent spelling sounds
(instead of “spelling test”)

Grapheme Grafters







SPELLING
Week 2

• 5x 10 min quick tasks

• Interleaving retrieval

• Taken from previous year group, previous term etc













Spelling Shed

Statutory words for year groups

Year 3&4 and Year 5&6

Spelling games

Typing skills


